CHAPTER VI
Two Queens:
Elizabeth and Mary Stuart
This brings us to the eternally fascinating story
of the rivalry of Elizabeth of England and Mary
Stuart. If that story were not sober history we
should hardly believe it; we should think it too
improbable and too melodramatic. For here
were two young women, both Queens, both
young, both attractive. Mary is reckoned to have
been more charming in her ways than Elizabeth,
but the English Queen had plenty of admirers
tod. Each of them had complete independence;
their fates were to be decided by themselves and
by no one else. Each had wealth and power and
great position. Both had strong natures and
strong feelings. Both were to be involved in
love-stories with bold masterful men and, im-
probable as it sounds, in each case this was to
lead to their being involved in murder mysteries.
Plots, ciphers, smuggled letters, threats of assas-
sination, were to be quite familiar to them both.
No two women have led more startling and thrilling
lives. The fact that their fates were twined together
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